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200

MILLION

computer products and 140 million phones

arediscarded inthe U.S. every year. Worldwide,

annual electronic wasteis S0 million tons.

Phatograph by GREGG SEGAL

70%

of the heavy metalsin U.S. landfills come
fromour outdated electronics and

include toxins like lead and mercury. Only

15% to 20% of our gadgets are recycled.
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25

states now have an electronics recycling
law on the books, but regulations are
inconsistent. Other states have funded
voluntary recycling projects.
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